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matter preserved than of new matter added. The
barge speech would count as good matter for the
actor.
On the other hand, if the Voice of Authority
should insist that, apart from broken metre and
flashy phrase and pounding rhythm, there is a
" strange invisible " poetry about that beatific barge,
we need not go far to find that Chapman could at a
pinch write not only good verse but good poetry.
As here:
Give me a spirit that on this life's rough sea
Loves t' have his sails filled with a lusty wind,
Even till his sail-yards tremble, his masts crack,
And his rapt ship run on her side so low
That she drinks water and her keel plows air.
There is no danger to a man that knows
What life and death is : there's not any law
Exceeds his knowledge ; neither is it lawful
That he should stoop to any other law.
He goes before them, and commands them all,
That to himself is a law rational.
Byron's Conspiracy, Act III, end.
Nay, may we not " boldly say/' as Wordsworth
would put it, that if these lines had been found
anywhere in the Folio, Authority would in its best
senatorial manner decree that they must be Shake-
speare's, because " we know of no one else who could
have written them " ? For, quite honestly, Author-
ity would not know. Knowledge, alas, is not its
forte.